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Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner-for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

We are transmitting herewith the attached: 

^ Transmittal Sheet in duplicate containing Certificate of Mailing 
^ Response to Office Action 
^ Terminal Disclaimer 
^ Return postcard 
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Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these 
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additional fees or cffedit overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 




Merchant & Gould P.C. By: 

P.O. Box 2903 Name: Steven C. Bruess 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 Reg. No.: 34,130 

612.332.5300 SBruess:tv 
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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



This responds to the Office Action mailed May 4, 2006. The Office Action included a 
double patenting rejection of claims 21-32 rejected on the grounds of nonstatutory obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims of U.S. Patent No. 6,049,709. 

In response to the Office Action, enclosed is a Terminal Disclaimer with respect to U.S. 
Patent No. 6,049,709. 



Reexamination and reconsideration are respectfully requested. A notification of 
allowance is earnestly sohcited. If a telephone conference would be helpful in resolving any 
issue, the Examiner is urged to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number noted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 

Date: tJ^VoL ZX, loot 

Steven C. Bruess 
Reg. No. 34,130 
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